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During this time the glycerine is evenly absorbed
by the whole mass of the leather and attains thereby
the highest degree of suppleness. During the process
of dyeing by painting or by means of dipping, the
skins lose part of their suppleness, and, therefore, a
preliminary experiment should be made in order to
ascertain in how far the glycerine should be diluted
so that the leather may attain the necessary degree
of suppleness.
It is, moreover, possible, after the glace leather has
been dyed, by rubbing glycerine in on the non-dyed
side to give it the necessary degree of suppleness,
and it needs only a simple experiment in order to
determine the quantity of glycerine which is neces-
sary to impart to the leather lasting suppleness and
elasticity.
Glycerine is also of value to manufacturers of
tanned leather because it imparts to this particular
leather a high degree of suppleness. The vamps of
boots which owing to faulty tanning are somewhat
brittle, can be very much improved in quality and
rendered quite supple. To this end the leather need
only be spread with glycerine on one side, and, if
necessary, this operation can be repeated once or twice.
A heavy red tanned leather such as is used for
belts possesses the drawback that it has very little
suppleness ; a considerable portion of the power used
to drive machines with belts is lost because the belts
only turn round the wheels with stiffness. The
edges also easily fray and after a time split.
These drawbacks can best be remedied by impreg-